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BIOGRAPHY

KANAME ONOYAMA, AFC

Kanamé Onoyama is a director of photography born in 
Osaka, Japan. He studied in Paris and currently works on 
various international projects, fluent in English, Japanese, 
and French. Kanamé’s iconic images and his adeptness at 
collaborating effectively with others have attracted direc-
tors from various forms of media, including feature films, 
TV shows, commercials, and music videos.

He made his TV show debut in the UK on the renowned 
Netflix show “Top Boy Season 2” in 2020, directed by 
William Stephan Smith, who was awarded Best Director 
of the Year at the BAFTA. He has been invited to work on 
other shows such as “Say Nothing (FX)” directed by Mary 
Nighy and Alice Seabright, “Butterfly (Amazon Prime)” 
directed by Kitao Sakurai, “Get Millie Black (HBO)”, and 
also “Top Boy Season 3”. Episode 6 of season 3 was nom-
inated for Best Director in Fiction at the BAFTA Television 
Craft Awards 2024.

Two of his independent feature films found success at 
festivals. The Jordanian movie “Inshallah a Boy” by Amjad 
Al Rasheed was selected for the Cannes Festival and the 
Toronto Film Festival in 2023. The Algerian-French movie 
“Abou Leila” directed by Amin Sidi-Boumédiène was also 
selected for the Cannes Festival in 2019. Additionally, the 
short film “Homesick” received critical acclaim, winning 
40 awards out of 58 selections at various film festivals.

He gained recognition in the UK industry for his symbolic 
music videos in 2019. Collaborating with top director Hen-
ry Scholfield, he shot some of the most influential videos in 
the UK music scene. The unforgettable Stormzy’s “Vossi 
Bop” was nominated for Best Cinematography at the UK 
Music Video Awards in 2020, and won the award for Best 
Cinematography at the Kinsale Film Festival. He also di-
rected videos for renowned artists such as Dua Lipa, Ed 
Sheeran, Wiley, Idris Elba, and Stefflon Don. His work on 
Laurent Chanez’s “Aufgang - Backstabbers” won the Best 
Cinematography award at the Berlin Music Video Awards 
2019. Additionally, Bouha Kazmi’s “Indochine - Station 13” 
was nominated for Best Cinematography at the UK Music 
Video Awards 2018 and Camerimage 2019.

His expertise is also sought after in the commercial field, 
working with international directors such as Terence Ne-
ale, Reynald Gresset, BRTHR, Romain Chassaing, Jeff 
Low, Martin Werner, Ernest Desumbila, and Adam Hash-
emi. He has also collaborated with successful artists like 
(LA)HORDE and Camille Henrot
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BIOGRAPHIE
Kanamé Onoyama est un directeur de la photographie né à 
Osaka, au Japon. Il a étudié à Paris et travaille actuellement 
sur divers projets internationaux. Il parle couramment l’an-
glais, le japonais et le français. Les images emblématiques 
de Kanamé et sa capacité à collaborer efficacement avec 
d’autres ont attiré des réalisateurs de divers médias, y com-
pris des longs métrages, des émissions de télévision, des 
publicités et des vidéos musicales.

Il fait ses débuts à la télévision au Royaume-Uni dans la 
célèbre série de Netflix “Top Boy Season 2” en 2020, réal-
isée par William Stephan Smith, qui a reçu le prix du meilleur 
réalisateur de l’année aux BAFTA. Il a été invité à travailler 
sur d’autres séries telles que “Say Nothing (FX)”, réalisée 
par Mary Nighy et Alice Seabright, “Butterfly (Amazon 
Prime)”, réalisée par Kitao Sakurai, “Get Millie Black (HBO)”, 
et aussi “Top Boy Saison 3”. 

Deux de ses longs métrages indépendants ont été primés 
dans des festivals. Le film jordanien “Inshallah a Boy” d’Am-
jad Al Rasheed a été sélectionné pour le Festival de Cannes 
et le Festival du film de Toronto en 2023. Le film “Abou Leila” 
réalisé par Amin Sidi-Boumédiène a également été sélec-
tionné pour le Festival de Cannes en 2019. En outre, le court-
métrage “Homesick” a été salué par la critique, remportant 
40 prix sur 58 sélections dans divers festivals de cinéma.

Il s’est fait connaître dans l’industrie britannique pour ses 
vidéos musicales emblématiques en 2019. En collaborant 
avec le réalisateur Henry Scholfield, il a tourné certaines des 
vidéos les plus influentes de la scène musicale britannique. 
L’inoubliable “Vossi Bop” de Stormzy a été nommé pour la 
meilleure cinématographie aux UK Music Video Awards en 
2020, et a remporté le prix de la meilleure cinématographie 
au Kinsale Film Festival. Il a également réalisé des vidéos 
pour des artistes de renom tels que Dua Lipa, Ed Sheeran, 
Wiley, Idris Elba et Stefflon Don. Son travail sur “Aufgang - 
Backstabbers” de Laurent Chanez a remporté le prix de la 
meilleure cinématographie aux Berlin Music Video Awards 
2019. En outre, “Indochine - Station 13” de Bouha Kazmi a 
été nommé pour la meilleure cinématographie aux UK Mu-
sic Video Awards 2018 et à Camerimage 2019.

Son expertise est également recherchée dans le domaine 
commercial, où il travaille avec des réalisateurs internation-
aux tels que Terence Neale, Reynald Gresset, BRTHR, Ro-
main Chassaing, Jeff Low, Martin Werner, Ernest Desumbila 
et Adam Hashemi. Il a également collaboré avec des artistes 
à succès tels que (LA)HORDE et Camille Henrot.

KANAME ONOYAMA, AFC
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BUTTERFLY - SAISON 1 (EPISODES 1-2)
Directed by Kitao Sakurai
(2025) Amazon US

Daniel Dae Kim, Reina Hardesty, Piper Perabo

SAY NOTHING - SAISON 1 (EPISODES 3-4-6)
Directed by Mary Nighy and Alice Seabrught
(2024) FX Productions

Lola Petticrew, Hazel Doupe, Anthony Boyle

INSHALLAH A BOY
Directed by Amjad Al-Rasheed
(2023) Imaginarium Productions & Georges Films

Mouna Hawa, Haitham Omari, Yumna Marwan

/MARCHÉ DU FILM - CANNES FESTIVAL - 2024

/BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY - THE CRITICS AWARDS BY ARAB 

CINEMA CENTER

/OFFICIAL SELECTION - CANNES FILM FESTIVAL - SEMAINE DE 

LA CRITIQUE - 2023

/GOLDEN FROG AWARD - CAMERIMAGE - 2023

TOP BOY - NETFLIX SAISON 3 (EPISODES 5-6)
Directed by William Stefan Smith
(2023) Cowboys Films

Ashley Walters, Kano, Michael Ward

/WINNER OF THE BEST DRAMA SERIES - 2024

GET MILLIE BLACK - SAISON 1 - HBO CHANNEL 4
Directed by Annetta Laufer
(2022) Motive Productions

Tamara Lawrance, Joe Dempsie, Gershwyn Eustache Jnr

TOP BOY - NETFLIX SAISON 2 (EPISODES 7-8)
Directed by William Stefan Smith
(2021) Cowboys Films

Ashley Walters, Kane Robinson, Michael Ward

ABOU LEILA
Directed by Amin Sidi-Boumedine
(2019) In Vivo Film

Slimane Benouari 

/OFFICIAL SELECTION, CANNES FILM FESTIVAL, SEMAINE DE LA 

CRITIQUE - 2019

KANAME ONOYAMA, AFC

FEATURE
FILMS & 
TV SHOWS
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CRAZY TIGER 
Directed by Kanamé Onoyama
Box Man

MR. X
Directed by Tessa Louise Salomé
(2014) Petite Maison Production 

/OFFICIAL SELECTION, SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL – 2014

/OFFICIAL SELECTION, ROTTERDAM FILM FESTIVAL - 2014

KANAME ONOYAMA, AFC

DOCUMEN-
TARIES
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HOMESICK
Directed by Koya Kamura
Offshore

/PRE-SELECTED, LES CÉSARS - 2021

/WINNER, BEST DIRECTOR, HOLLYSHORTS - 2019

/WINNER, BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY, RHODE ISLAND FILM FESTI-

VAL - 2019

/SELECTION, KRAKOW INT FILM FEST - 2019

/SELECTION, PANTIN CÔTÉ COURT - 2019

/SELECTION, PALM SPRING INT FILM FEST - 2019

THE MARVELOUS MISADVENTURES OF STONE LADY
Directed by Gabriel Arbantes
 Les Films du Bélier

/SELECTION OF DIRECTOR’S FORTNIGHT, CANNES FILM FESTI-

VAL - 2019

/SELECTION OF  “JOY TO THE WORLD”, BFI LONDON FILM FESTI-

VAL - 2019

DELECTABLE YOU (BELLE À CROQUER)
Directed by Axel Courtière
Les Fées Productions & Offshore

/BEST SHORT FILM, FANTASPORTO - 2018

/BEST INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM, BIFF - 2018

/BEST INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM, RIFF - 2017

/FIRST PRIZE OF THE FANTAZY FILM, RHODE ISLAND FILM FES-

TIVAL - 2017

SHUNPO
Directed by Steven Briand
Partizan

/FIRST PRIZE EUROPEAN VIDEO ART, CANNES YOUNG DIREC-

TOR AWARD - 2013

/BEST CONTEMPORARY, EXPERIMENTAL SHORT, SAPPORO 

INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM FESTIVAL - 2013

NOVACIÈRES
Directed by La Horde
La Horde

MY FATHER
Directed by Kanamé Onoyama

KANAME ONOYAMA, AFC

SHORT
FILMS
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ANGÈLE - BRUXELLES JE T’AIME
Directed by Global
Partizan

DUA LIPA - BREAK MY HEART
Directed by Henry Schofield
Caviar

/AWARD OF BEST POP MUSIC VIDEO UK, UK MUSIC VIDEO 

AWARDS - 2020

/AWARD OF INTERNATIONAL FEMALE VIDEO, MTV VIDEO MUSIC 

AWARDS JAPAN - 2020

OCTAVIAN - POISON
Directed by Crowns & Owls
Noir

ALICIA KEYS - UNDERDOG
Directed by Wendy Morgan
Basic

STORMZY - SKENG
Directed by Henry Scholfield 
Caviar

STORMZY - VOSSI BOP
Directed by Henry Scholfield
Caviar

/NOMINATION FOR BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY IN A VIDEO, UK 

MUSIC VIDEO AWARDS, 2019

JUSTIN BIEBER - YUMMY
Directed by Parris Goebel
Luti Media

AUFGANG - BACKSTABBERS
Directed by Laurent Chanez
Soixante-Quinze

/AWARD OF BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY, BERLIN MUSIC VIDEO 

AWARDS - 2019

/NOMINATION: BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY IN A VIDEO, UK MUSIC 

VIDEO AWARDS - 2018

INDOCHINE - STATION 13
Directed by Bouha Kazmi
London Halley

/NOMINATION: BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY IN A VIDEO, UK MUSIC 

VIDEO AWARDS - 2018

/NOMINATION: BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY IN A MUSIC VIDEO, 

CAMERIMAGE -  2018

KANAME ONOYAMA, AFC

MUSIC 
VIDEOS
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KANAME ONOYAMA, AFC

MUSIC 
VIDEOS

BLACK CATHOLICS - I NEED MORE
Directed by Laurent Chanez
General Pop

WILEY, STEFFLON DON, SEAN PAUL & IDRIS ELBA - 
BOASTY 
Directed by Henry Scholfield
Basic

ED SHEERAN & KHALID - BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE
Directed by Andy McLeod
Rattling Stick

ELLIOT MOSS - 99 
Directed by Masaki Shimeno
Fury

NICOLAS GODIN - BACK OFF LIVE AT PARIS ORLY 
AIRPORT
Directed by Colin Solal Cardo
Blogothèque

PHOENIX - TI AMO
Directed by Colin Solal Cardo
Blogothèque

MUTANT STAGE 7 - CLOUD CHASERS
Directed by La Horde 
La Horde

POOM - TOI ET MOI 
Directed by Axel Courtière
Passion Paris

NICOLAS GODIN - BACH OFF
Directed by Colin Solal Cardo
La Blogothèque

TAHITI AND THE PALMTREE FAMILY - LOWLIFE
Directed by Jakarno
Passion Paris

POOM - BIG BANG
Directed by Axel Courtière
Frenzy

I LOVE YOU SO - CASSIUS
Directed by We Are Frome L.A
Wanda
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COMMER-
CIALS

Kaname Onoyama has worked on many com-
mercials in particular with directors like Mi-
chael Gracey,Terrence Neale, Henry Scholfield, 
Ernest Desumbila, Sophie Caretta or Hector 
Dockrill, for brands like Diesel, Balmain, Occhio, 
Victoria’s Secret, Les Césars 2020, Opéra de 
Paris, Cartier, Nike, among others. 


